
 

March 20, 2014 Library Board Minutes 

Page 1 of 3 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 

 Inkster Library Board 

Thursday, March 20, 2014 

 
The Library Board meeting was held in the conference room of the Leanna Hicks Public Library 

(Inkster Public Library) located on 2005 Inkster Road, Inkster, Michigan 48141. 

 

Call to Order  

Chairperson Michael Wells called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.   

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Library Board pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. 

 

Roll Call 

Present were Board members Paulette Dye (Board Director), Dorothy Gardner (Vice-President), 

LaDon Gibbs (Board Director), Sandra Markwart (Treasurer), and Michael Wells (President).  

Dosye Thompson (Secretary) was excused.  Also present was Denise Bearre (Library Director).    

 

Approval of Agenda 

Moved by P. Dye, supported by D. Gardner to approve the agenda for today’s meeting, 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Public Comments 

None 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Moved by P. Dye, supported by L. Gibbs to approve the February 20, 2014, regular 

meeting minutes, motion passed unanimously.   
 

M. Wells provided a copy of the January 16, 2014, regular meeting minutes that showed the 

amendments that were made and approved at the February 20, 2014, regular meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

S. Markwart submitted her report for February 2014 along with the financial reports which 

include the Check Detail, Revenue & Expenditure Reports (Month & Year-To-Date and Budget 

vs. Actual), the Balance Sheets, the Reconciliation Summary Reports, and the Smart Money 

Manager Activity Report.  She also included information from the City of Inkster on the Inkster 

Public Library Tax Reconciliation, Accounts Receivable for fiscal year ending June 30, 2013.  

This report shows that the Library owes $68,224.15 for tax chargebacks.  

 

1. Approval of disbursements for the month of February 2014 in the amount of $30,400.98.  

Moved by P. Dye, supported by D. Gardner to approve the February 2014 

disbursements, motion passed unanimously. 
 

Director’s Report 
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D. Bearre submitted her report for the month of February 2014.  It should be noted that under 

programs, circulation, and reference and computer use, the report has figures for FY13 to date 

and FY12 to date but this was an error.  FY13 should instead read FY14 which is the current 

fiscal year and FY12 should read FY13 which was last fiscal year.  D. Bearre stated that Brandon 

Roux the weatherman from channel 4 news came to the Library on March 11
th

 to read to the kids 

as part of National Reading Month.  State Representative David Knezek will read to the kids on 

Monday, March 24
th

 at 1:30 p.m.  The Food Drive will begin on Monday.  Along with her report, 

D. Bearre included the calendar of events showing the attendance figures for all library programs 

that took place in February and a calendar showing the programs taking place in March. 

 

Committee Reports 

None 

 

Unfinished Business 

None 

 

New Business  
1. Consider approving funds for the Summer Reading “Kick-Off” Performer in an amount 

not to exceed $225.  Moved by L. Gibbs, supported by D. Gardner, motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

2. Consider approving the funds for the Summer Reading Promotional Materials in an 

amount not to exceed $54.99.  Moved by L. Gibbs, supported by D. Gardner, motion 

failed unanimously. 

a. S. Markwart moved to allow Angela Scott (Youth Librarian) to spend the 

remaining balance in the library program line item as she sees fit as long as 

the spending does not exceed $54.99, it was supported by P. Dye, and the 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Consider purchasing 3 Dell OptiPlex 3020 cpu’s, at a cost of $1825.89; 3 Dell 

18.5”monitors at a maximum cost of $269.97;  plus $60.00 shipping and handling (total 

$2,155.86) to replace Public Access Stations #1, 2, & 9.  Moved by D. Gardner, 

supported by P. Dye, motion failed unanimously. 

 

4. Consider approving funds for the Youth Services Librarian to attend the Small and Rural 

Library Conference in an amount not to exceed $275 ($75 for the conference fee and 

$200 for travel expenses).  Moved by P. Dye, supported by D. Gardner, motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

5. Consider beginning the summer hours of Monday 10am-8pm, Tuesday-Thursday 

12noon-8pm, Friday 10am-4pm the week of May 26, 2014 until the week of August 25, 

2014.  Moved by L. Gibbs, supported by P. Dye, motion failed unanimously. 

 

6. Consider hiring a sixth library staff member to begin working the first week of May 

2014, at a rate of $10 hour for 10 hours a week.  Moved by S. Markwart, supported by 

P. Dye, motion failed by a 4 – 0 vote.  D. Gardner had to leave the meeting early. 
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Board Communications   

 P. Dye asked about group home employees volunteering to help out at the Library doing 

minor stuff.  Given the Library’s attempt to save money for a new building, she stated 

that she would like to see books, magazines, and other items donated to the Library by 

members of the public.  As an incentive she suggested placing a donor’s name on a 

sticker and placing the sticker on the donated item to acknowledge that person’s 

contribution to the Library.  

 

 M. Wells informed the Board that he addressed the public at the March 17, 2014, City 

Council meeting.  He spoke about charging for certain DVD rentals, the Library’s 

attempt to seek other revenue streams to compensate for the reduction in property tax 

revenues, the balance in the building fund, and the attempts being made to work towards 

a new building.  He also stated that the Library has had to cut spending and cut summer 

hours to save money.  On a separate note, he informed the Board of 2 upcoming events:  

The Inkster Spring Clean taking place on April 26, 2014, and the Reinvent Inkster 

Community Workshop that will take place on April 1, 2014, at Starfish Family Services 

located on Hiveley Street in Inkster. 

 

Adjournment 

Moved by P. Dye, supported by L. Gibbs to adjourn the meeting, motion passed 

unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 6:27 p.m.  

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by 

 

 

Dosye Thompson, Secretary 

Michael Wells, President 


